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Christmas Fayre to be held on  Saturday 3 December 10am-4pm 

 River Bourne Community Farm 
Cow Lane, Laverstock, Salisbury SP1 2SR 

 
     * farm-reared meat, eggs, honey, cheese and chutneys* 

*tombola, raffle, mince pies & mulled wine! * 
*Christmas Stalls* 

*Family workshop from 1.30pm making Christmas wreaths and stars* 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

!ǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлммΧΦΦ 

The changes made to the farm in the last 12 months have exceeded even our 

expectations. The eco toilet block, the straw-bale classroom, the erection of the 

Dutch barn, the tractor and implement store,  the shop, pig sties, pig paddocks, the 

list goes on.  All made possible by our sponsors, donors, friends of the farm and 

volunteers. To everyoƴŜΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΦ 

A Merry Christmas and a happy and peaceful New Year from all at the farm. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Christmas Opening Hours 

Whilst our animal care volunteers continue with their daily feeding and attention to the animals over the 

Christmas period, the office and shop volunteers will be getting a well-earned rest over 

the holidays. 

The office will close at mid-day on Fri 23rd Dec, re-opening at 9am on Tues 3rd Jan. 

The shop will close at mid-day on Fri 23rd Dec,  then open from 10am-1pm on Thurs 29th 

Dec and Sat 31st Dec only, opening for normal hours on Tues 3rd Jan. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jamie at Home Party ς Thursday 24th November 

On Thursday 24 November we are having a "Jamie at Home Party" to raise money 

to buy some equipment for our community cafe which we plan to open in the new 

year.  CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ 

range of kitchen and household items and more, chosen by Jamie Oliver.  This is an 

exclusive range of goods not available on the high street.  We are having two parties, one at 1.30pm and 

another one in the evening at 7.30pm.  One day we would love to get Jamie to visit the farm but this time 

you can get to see him on TV.  Do come along it should be great fun and you may find a Christmas present for 

ǘƘŀǘ ΨŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŦƻǊΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ 

 

www.riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk


Farm Shop 

The farm shop has increased its range of goods by adding a 

number of either locally and/or traditionally produced foods. 

We have a large range of pickles and chutneys from three 

local companies, jam and marmalade by  Helen's Preserves, 

using her home-grown produce where possible. 

Award winning bread flour and muesli from Wessex Mill, a 

traditional family-run mill. 

For that little extra treat, Burly Fudge hand-made in the New 

Forest or Teonis tasty cookies including ginger, butter, 

marshmallow and dipped chocolate chip. 

Finally, another award winning product, Lyburn cheese, also made in the New Forest, with intriguing flavours 

such as garlic & nettle (a shop favourite).  

Shop Hours 

Monday  ς  Friday  9am to 4pm   Saturday  10am to 1 pm    Sunday ς Closed 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Big Chalk Nature Improvement Area - the farm's role. 

A new approach to looking after the countryside is being developed through an 

initiative called Nature Improvement Areas. This follows recommendations from 

the first government report and White Paper in 20 years to consider how best 

the well-being of wildlife and the countryside can be achieved in the future. The 

key finding of the report was that large areas needed to be managed 

sympathetically if our wildlife and countryside were to recover and thrive. The 

Big Chalk Nature Improvement Area in South Wiltshire is one of 20 projects that have reached  the final 

round of bidding to become a pilot Nature Improvement Area. River Bourne Community Farm is contributing 

to the Big Chalk project bid by offering to provide a learning programme for farmers and entrepreneurs to 

help them set up and develop profitable farming and other rural businesses that help to conserve the 

environment. Only 12 of the 20 finalists will be successful but we are keeping our fingers crossed that the Big 

Chalk project will be amongst the successful project bids. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Straw-bale Classroom 

Our straw-bale built classroom is nearing completion. 550 straw 

bales within a framework form the walls which have been 

rendered outside with a lime/horsehair render. The roof is tiled 

with cedarwood shingles, the roofspace is insulated with a 

material made from recycled plastic bottles. It will be fully fitted 

out for community uses.  We plan to utilise it fully with activities 

during the day and in the evenings. The space is suitable for 

community courses, lettings, events and as a regular meeting 

place for clubs.  Please let us know if you have any skills which you could share with others by leading 

courses in them with the support of the farm. We would also be interested in ideas you may have for courses 

at the farm especially if you would be willing to teach or take part in them. By helping in this way, you will 

help to generate vital revenue which will help to ensure the long term sustainability of the farm.  



Pig News 

We have created four separate paddocks for our pigs and added a viewing fence which allows our younger 
visitors to see the pigs in their natural environment from a safe distance.  Then pigs have been enjoying the 
acorns and windfall apples bought to the farm by local residents. 

Rosie 

 Rosie, our Gloucestershire Old Spot was born on 21st January 2010, she 

has already given birth to, and raised a litter of 11 piglets in May 2011. 

She has been mated with Pedigree Pig Pebblesford Sambo and is due to 

give birth in early December, she will be moved from her paddock into 

the farrowing pen in order for the piglets to be kept nice and warm. The 

Gloucestershire Old Spot  is a good dual purpose pig (pork & bacon) that 

is hardy and docile. 

Elsie 

Elsie, our Oxford sandy and Black sow, is due to visit the boar anytime 

now to present us with spring piglets. This will be her second litter, she 

proved to be an excellent mother to her first piglets and is one of our 

visitors favourite animals. 

 

Izzy, (on the left) and Pearl are our new Kunekune pigs. Kunekunes 

were a feral pig which lived with Maori tribes but they did not originate 

in New Zealand.  Kune is a Maori word meaning fat and round which 

seems most appropriate. They come in a variety of colours and do not 

grow to the size of a normal pig; they make a perfect pet pig as they 

are very docile and adore the company of humans. Kunekunes have a 

pair of tassels called Piri Piris under their chins. Although kept mainly 

as pets Kunekunes produce excellent pork. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Saturday work parties and trail work parties. 

 

Our Saturday work parties have been busy tackling a variety of tasks from rounding 

up sheep and moving pigs to installing fencing and planting orchard trees. Despite 

the weather turning colder there is still a good number of volunteers turning out for 

the two hour stint from 10 to 12 every Saturday. We are also starting up a wider 

programme of volunteer work parties on the farm trails on Sundays and some 

weekdays. The trails work includes helping with new benches and access gates as 

well as coppicing and wildflower meadow creation at each of the four trails across 

the Parish. Anyone interested in volunteering for the work parties is welcome to join 

us. To find out more about the trails project see the article the next edition of the 

Laverstock & Ford Parish Newsletter or download our trails leaflets from: 

http://www.riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk/trails.html 

  

http://www.riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk/trails.html


Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) Awards 2011 

 

Wiltshire Council and NHS Wiltshire are keen to 

acknowledge the contribution made by the VCS to the well-

being of Wiltshire residents. 

The farm won the 2011 VCS Award in the Social Enterprise 

section. 

Social enterprises are businesses that compete to deliver goods and services. The 

difference is that social and environmental purposes are at the very heart of 

what they do.  Picture (right) shows Ben Parker with the award and certificate. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Sophie the Golden Guernsey Goat 

 

¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƭƪ ǳǇ /ƻǿ [ŀƴŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 

wondering where Sophie, our adult Golden Guernsey Goat has gone. 

{ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘƻǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǊŀΣ ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀǘ ƪƛŘǎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎƘŜ 

Ƙŀǎ ƘƻǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ 

together. However, Sophie now has the free run of the field next to 

the allotments where she has the company of one or more of our 

Wiltshire Horn lambs. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Greenhouse 

 

Regular visitors to the farm will have noticed the dismantling of the large 

greenhouse. Regrettably, the greenhouse, which had been out of use for 

at least 30 years, required many thousands of pounds spent on it in order 

for it to be made safe to use by volunteers and even more for it to enable 

our insurers to accept it for use by the public. 

²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŎǊŀǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

say that it is being dismantled and re-erected in Truro by a gentleman 

who is restoring an old mill. Initially he will use it to cover the mill whilst the mill is renovated, when it will 

revert to its use as a smaller greenhouse producing eco fruit and vegetables for the local Truro market. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What wildlife to look out on the farm as the nights draw in. 
One consolation as winter draws near is the amazing display of winter wildlife on the farm. We have already 

heard the first Redwings (pictured) arriving from Scandinavia. Large flocks of this pretty thrush along with the 

larger, boldly coloured Fieldfare will soon be gathering on the fields and 

hedgerows of the farm. Our arable field stubble provides a haven for other 

farmland songbirds during the winter months. Skylarks, Yellowhammers, 

Linnets and the occasional Corn Bunting and Tree Sparrow can be seen feeding 

in the stubble and small strip of unharvested Spring Barley. This provides a vital 

food supply for these farmland birds which are in decline across much of 

England.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Mayoral Visit 

 

Hundreds of people have 

taken the farm tractor-trailer 

tours which operate on our 

Cream Tea Sundays but Ben 

tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŀƴ 

afternoon in September 

were very different from 

usual. Over 30 mayors with 

their mayoresses and 

consorts, from as far afield 

as Bath and Bournemouth, 

many wearing their chains of 

office, were visiting Salisbury 

as guests of the Mayor of the City of Salisbury on his civic day. Following a visit to the Constable Exhibition 

and lunch at the newly refurbished Guildhall, their afternoon was spent at the farm with a farm tour with a 

commentary by Peter Maffey, a visit to the animals, and finishing their visit with a farm renowned cream tea, 

provided by Laverstock & District W.I. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Young Farmers Club on its way. 
 
We plan to launch a new Young FarmerΩǎ /ƭǳō ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅ ŀǊŜŀ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

look-out for adult volunteers to help support the Club which will be led by the Club members. The National 

CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳƴƎ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ /ƭǳōǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊoject as are past members of 

the Young Farmers who live in South Wiltshire. The age range for Young Farmers is 11 to 26 years of age and 

the programme includes national competitions including a Cooking Competition to mark the Olympics as well 

as local activities. If you know of anyone who might be interested in help us get the Club up and running let 

us know! 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƎƛŦǘ ƛŘŜŀ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ  
 
A  Friends of River Bourne Community Farm membership.   
 
Surprise your family or friends with this great gift and help support the work of 
our Community Farm. 
 
Giving the gift of a Friends membership brings with it: news bulletins, invitations 
to special Friends events, car stickers, discounts on cream teas and priority booking and discounted tickets 
for farm events.  
Costs for 1 years membership: Individual £22 or Couple/Family £28. To buy a Friends membership gift 
contact the farm office on 330667 or mail@riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk.  Membership can also be 
bought online at: www.riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk.  


