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Our Grand Opening on Open Farm Sunday was an outstanding success!
During the course of 6 hours, over 5,100 people visited the farm enjoying
more than 50 stalls, vintage vehicles, exhibitions, live music and hands-on
activities. The Air Cadets did a superb job of the parking arrangements
ensuring that visitors could enter and leave without undue delay.

A very pleasing point was that over a half of our visitors came on foot,
confirming the local interest in the farm. Many visitors were the families of
school children who had visited the farm with their schools.

One of the main questions on the day was ¢ AWill you be doing this again next
year?é - Without a doubt!

Farm featured on TV

Simon Parkin, ITVQ& a SNARALFY wS3IA2ylf bSga
open day, using a picture of some of our visitors river-dipping as his backdrop
and commenting on our high turnout. This was excellent publicity for the

farm and in addition to the reports in the Salisbury Journal.
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volunteers. This also applied to the Open day, the planning, organising,
booking the exhibitors and of course the logistics on the day, all by

volunteers. In both name and reality the farm is a community-based venture.
Our sincere thanks again to ervery one who made the day such a success.

A safe day

One organisation which attended but had nothing to do was the St John St JOhn
Ambulance team. Essential that they were there (and thank you) but Ambulance
wonderful to realise that in a rural setting with so many visitors, not a The difference.

plaster was applied.

New member of Staff Kat Hill joined us in June, just in time for the Open Day as Marketing &
Development Coordinator. This basically means Kat will coordinate the food
bag scheme, farm produce sales, sponsorship and be involved in new
developments here on the farm, making sure as many people as possible know
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project like River Bourne Community Farm!
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by the exit. We recently featured in their scheme and received £255. ql rose

Thank you Waitrose and all of their customers who supported us.



Farm produce

With the development of the farm ever moving forward, we are shortly to launch
the Farmers Choice Food Bag scheme in partnership with Abel & Cole.

Organically grown, freshly harvested and deliciously nutritious the Farmer's Choice
bags are cram packed with seasonal delights to tempt and treat your taste-buds.
They come in three different varieties, vegetable, fruit or combi, to suit your family's
needs!

The contents are set, but vary from week to week to offer as much of the season's harvest as possible.
Starting at just £5.00 the bags are excellent value.

We will be delivering locally within Laverstock & Milford; this is to be a bit of an experiment, so your
feedback will be really valuable to us during the early days! For those of you living outside of this area we
welcome you to come to the farm to collect. Details of how to order on and off line will be sent out shortly!
We have been busy rearing our pigs for meat which will be on sale later this month, A little birdy mentioned
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and purchase, right here, on the Farm in Laverstock!

Keep your eyes peeled for emails/letters with more details. Again we are experimenting with sales methods
to make sure that local people are able to enjoy our produce and we welcome your feedback, please bear
with us while we negotiate the learning curves!!
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Friends of the Farm
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Friend membership cards sent out this month, along with the exclusive car/window sticker.
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with the running costs and development of the Farm. Members receive benefits such
as priority booking and discounts on Social Events as well as the knowledge they are
helping to support a great local community project.
For more details please contact Kat @ kathill@riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk or
pop in for a leaflet.

Mr Peter Bialek of St Thomas Farm has become a major sponsor of the
community farm. We have used his company, CB Skips (Tel: 01722 320544) to
recycle and dispose of the many tons of concrete waste from the old nursery
site.

Another local businessman, Jeremy Bailey ¢ who heads Fieldfare ==\ L\ DR =z
Farms and Fieldfare Trailers at Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, is also [RAEER CENTRE,
sponsoringus. ¢ KI 1 Qa4 6 KSNB 6S o0dz2 2 dzN

. Flying pigs off to the woods

Our Oxford Sandy and Black pigs have flown off to a woodland near Winterslow for
| the summer (pictured left). Here they are rootling through the undergrowth to
create a more varied woodland floor for wildlife. Another larger squadron of

Reserve near Redlynch, later this month to tackle some dense bracken stands.
Three rare breed British Lop piglets have arrived at the farm and are enjoying their
wallow.
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Make hay while the sun shines

A small team of Community Farm volunteers have been busy making hay donated
to us by Mrs McEnhill. This means that despite the big shortage of hay in the South
West this year we have plenty of stocks to see us through the winter and even any
drought conditions later this summer. There is a wonderful sweet scent from the
hay bales inthe bigbarnnow¢l 3IANBF G LI F OS F2NJ I ljc

The hunt is on for our Golden Goats

The Golden Guernsey Goat Society is scouring the local area for us to source a
couple of Golden Guernsey Goats. Once they have come up trumps we will be
training the goats up for browsing duties along the verges and the farmstead area. If
you see a Golden Goat in the Salisbury area, please give us a call.

Chicken and Egg ¢ Big Lottery scrambles project
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that our Chicken and Egg project had been turned down by the Big Lottery at the last
hurdle. Undeterred we are forging ahead with our chickens. The Shaw Trust will
continue to work with RBCF to find other  funding opportunities. In the meantime

they will look at how they can become involved in work with the chickens pending
proper funding.

Little Owls hatch out

Our resident Little Owls have successfully reared their young. We are not quite sure just
h2g Ylye 2¢ftSta NS Ay GKAa &SI NRa oNI
amongst the old Willow pollards. They are certainly taking full advantage of all the extra
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and worms mmmm, just what a growing owl needs for breakfast, lunch and tea.

Dipping platform completed

A big thank you to James Robertson, ranks of community farm volunteers and
the Laverstock Scout Group for completing the dipping platform. At times it felt
a bit like the oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico as we tried one engineering
solution after another to successfully lodge the pilings in an interesting mix of
silt, flints and builders rubble left by previous generations. We even found a
thick layer of farm yard manure in the bank. Give it a few more years and we
could strike 0il??!1? The platform is now proving a fantastic resource and even
appeared on Meridian Weather laden with visitors on Open Farm Sunday.

Director Profile

Chris Gill is a director of the farm and has been actively involved since its inception.
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understanding of the countryside. His village primary school stressed the importance
of the rural community and set time aside to explore the local farmland
environment. Following on from his MA dissertation at the Institute of Education,
Chris has seen the mutual benefit achieved when schools work together with
businesses. An experienced gardener, Chris enjoys travelling independently to places
with interesting landscapes and flora. He has a keen interest in all things sporting. He
has two very young granddaughters and hopes they will be able to enjoy the
countryside he knew as a young boy.




